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the unexplored world right around us.

Award-winning choreographer Elizabeth Streb, who calls herself an
“action architect,” has been creating edgy, highly physical dance works
since 1975. She was awarded a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation “Genius” Award in 1997. Once called the Evel Knievel of
dance, Streb’s choreography, which she calls “PopAction,” intertwines
the disciplines of dance, athletics, boxing, rodeo, the circus, and
Hollywood stunt-work. The result is a bristling, muscle-and-motion
vocabulary that combines daring with strict precision in pursuit of

the public display of “pure movement.”

= : : STREB has been seen on the David Letterman Show, CBS Sunday
Morning, CNN Showbiz Today, Nickolodeon, NBC's Weekend Today,

MTV, ABC Nightly News with Peter Jennings and on Larry King Live.
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THINK ABOUT IT!

DEAR STUDENTS

1 How would you describe a STREB: BRAVE performance to a friend?

2 What did you like best about performance and why?
Was the program different from what you expected2 How?

3 Describe the sets and other objects that the performers used.
How did they affect the performance?

ATTENDING THE THEATER

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENT AUDIENCES AT THE MATINEE:

® Enter the auditorium quietly and take your assigned seat immediately

(note that all matinees have reserved seating);

® Show courtesy to the artist and other guests at all times;

* Demonstrate appreciation for the artist's work by applauding at the appropriate times;

* Refrain from making unnecessary noise or movements;

® Please eat lunch before or after the performance; food is not allowed in the performance hall;

* Relate any information acquired from the pre-matinee discussion to the new information
gained from the matinee;
® Please do not use flash photography.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT OF YOUR EXPERIENCE IN A PERFORMING ARTS THEATER:

A theater is a charged space, full of energy and antici-
pation. When the house lights (the lights that illuminate
the audience seating) go down, the excitement level
goes up! Theaters are designed so that the voices of
the singers and actors and the music of the musicians

watching attentively. Applause is the best way for
audience members to share their enthusiasm and to
show their appreciation for the performers. Applaud at
the end of a performance! Sometimes the audience will
clap during a performance, as after a featured solo.

can be heard. But this also means that any sound in the
audience—whispering, rustling of papers, speaking and
moving about—can be heard by other audience mem-
bers and by the performers. Distractions like these upset
everyone's concentration and can spoil a performance.

The performers on stage show respect for their art form
and for the audience by doing their very best work.
The audience shows respect for the performers by

Audience members may feel like laughing if the action
on stage is funny, crying if the action is sad, or sighing
if something is seen or heard that is beautiful.

Appreciation can be shown in many different ways,
depending upon the art form and the culture(s) of the
people in the audience. While the audience at a dance
performance will sit quietly, other types of performance
invite audience participation.
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