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ABOUT MOMIX 
 
Artistic Director Moses Pendleton 
and the dancers of MOMIX bring the 
landscape of the American Southwest 
to life with their signature illusionistic 
style in a new rendition of the troupe’s 
classic Opus Cactus. Originally created 
as a 20-minute piece in 2001 for Ballet 
Arizona, Opus Cactus was revised as a 
full work to take the audience through 
a mind-boggling multimedia world of 
cacti, slithering lizards and fire dancers.

Opus Cactus reflects the company’s 
interest in the natural world and 
is strongly influenced by the way 
animals move and interact in nature. 
Inspired by Native American culture, 
the performance bears characteristics 
of the animals and plants found in the 
desert. Through sounds, projections, 
props and bodies, MOMIX creates 
fanciful images that take the audience 
into the natural habitat of the American 
Southwest.

With nothing more than light, shadow, 
props, and the human body, MOMIX 
has astonished audiences for more 
than 37 years. Known internationally 

for presenting work of exceptional 
inventiveness and physical beauty, 
MOMIX practices a unique kind of 
modern dance with acrobatic dancers, 
improvised movements, theatrical 
costumes and eclectic music.

LEARN MORE:
MOMIX official website
Videos of Opus Cactus

A special thanks to Mondavi Center Arts Education for helping us welcome our youngest audience members.

“Inspired by the flora, fauna, and 
simple magic of the American 
Southwest, Pendleton’s ingenuity, 
theatricality and cunning 
imagination are seen at full stretch 
in strange vignettes of the Sonoran 
desert.”  —New York post

http://www.momix.com/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=momix+opus+cactus


❶ As you watch the performance, think about which of these plants and animals the 
dancers are creating on the stage. 
 

❷ How did the special effects, theatrical props and costumes work together to create 
each scene? Did you notice any change in the weather or seasons?  
 

❸ Describe what you heard in the performance. What sounds made you think of the 
desert habitat? Did you notice sounds change from day to night? How do the creatures 
blend in to their environment?
 

 ➍ What did you like best about the performance and why? What movements would 
you use to recreate some of the animals? 

THINK ABOUT IT:

The Sonoran Desert is located in two states, Arizona and California, 
and two countries, Mexico and the United States. Unlike most deserts 
which are always hot and dry, the Sonoran Desert has four distinct 
seasons. The summer brings rain and heat, while the fall cools things 
off. There is snow in the mountains during the winter and spring 
is a time when the flowers bloom. These variations create a lot of 
diversity in the ecosystem.

The landscape in the desert valley is sandy with a lot of cacti. The 
Native Americans that lived at the edge of the desert carved designs 
into the walls or rocks. There are many interesting plants here, which 
adapt to their climate by seeking coolness. Their roots collect water 

when it rains. The saguaro cactus has a shallow root system allowing 
the cactus to store up to 160 liters of rainwater allowing it to live for 
weeks at a time without water. 

The Sonoran Desert animals fit in to the environment perfectly. 
Some of the animals in the desert are the Mexican gray wolf, 
the mountain lion (also known as “cougar “ or “puma”), the great 
horned owl, the golden eagle and the rattlesnake. The Sonoran 
desert is also the home to the Mexican jumping beans. Mexican 
jumping beans are fruits of a shrub. The movement of the moth larva 
in the bean makes them jump. 

Can you identify each of the desert 
creatures in this photo?

•  Gila Monster
•  Burrowing Owl
•  Bighorn Sheep
•  Desert Tortoise
•  Giant Desert Scorpion
•  Sonoran Mountain Kingsnake
•  Sororan Desert Toad
•  Queen Butterfly

ABOUT THE SONORAN DESERT

mondaviarts.org#mondavicenter

Source: blueplanetbiomes.org/sonoran_desert.htm

http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/sonoran_desert.htm

